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Urban Diversity in Arab Cities: A Comparative Study of Nasiriyah
and Dhahiriya
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Abstract
Morphological characteristics are an important foundation for studying cities.

Through them, we can identify a city's structure, its urban and planning style, and
thus arrive at a general idea of the city's appearance and stages of development. We

can also compare it with other cities to understand the differences between them.
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Therefore, the research sought to study the contrast between the cities of Nasiriyah
and Dhahiriya, which differ from each other in terms of the circumstances in which
they were established and their time period, which was reflected in the morphology
of each of them. It became clear through the research that the city of Nasiriyah was
established in a relatively modern urban environment, but it was exposed to
economic, environmental and political conditions that confused its planning.
Compared to the city of Dhahiriya, which gradually transformed from a small
village with a simple morphological structure of an agricultural and pastoral nature
into a city with limited planning and environmental and political restrictions, this
reveals the need for sustainable urban planning when cities are established, taking
into account the changes and temporal developments of each city while preserving
its local character.

Keywords: (urban difference, Arab cities).
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