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Abstract:

This study examines the impact of French agreements, particularly the Treaty of
Bardo (1881) and the Treaty of Fez (1912), on state-building in Tunisia and
Morocco post-independence in 1956. It focuses on the concept of "deferred
sovereignty,” which reflects the nominal independence granted to both countries
without full sovereignty due to French political, economic, and social dominance.
In Tunisia, the Bardo and La Marsa treaties weakened the Bey's authority,
imposed a colonial bureaucratic system, and controlled economic resources,
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hindering the development of national institutions. In Morocco, the Treaty of Fez

undermined the Makhzen, with France controlling natural resources and
traditional industries, posing challenges to state unification. Nevertheless,
national movements led by Habib Bourguiba in Tunisia and King Mohammed V
in Morocco played a crucial role in addressing these challenges and fostering
national identity. The study compares the experiences of both countries, noting
that Morocco faced additional complexities due to tribal diversity and the
symbolic role of the Sultan, while Tunisia focused on building modern
institutions. The research concludes that French agreements were a significant
obstacle, but national resistance enabled both countries to gradually overcome

this colonial legacy
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