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Abstract
- |

This research highlights the role of political leadership in achieving
stability in conflict-ridden countries, as it is a crucial factor in guiding the
trajectory of post-conflict countries. The research aims to analyze the role of
leadership in managing the post-conflict phase in both Rwanda and Burundi,
compare the policies and institutions established by the leaderships in both
countries, and explore the role of leadership in achieving political and social
stability and the relationship between them. The importance of the research
lies in understanding the factors that contributed to building states after wars
and civil conflicts, highlighting the role of political leadership as an effective
element in reconstruction, reconciliation, and stability. The descriptive and
analytical approaches were used to describe and analyze the role of political
leadership in both Rwanda and Burundi, as well as their role in achieving
stability in the post-conflict phase. The research structure was divided into
three axes: the first addressed the conceptual framework of leadership,
stability, and conflict; the second addressed a historical overview of the
conflict in Rwanda and Burundi; and the third addressed the role of
leadership in Rwanda and Burundi in achieving stability. The research
yielded several findings, the most important of which is that political
leadership is a pivotal element in determining the path to stability or a slide
into chaos in post-conflict situations. The Rwandan experience demonstrated
how decisive leadership with a strategic vision can employ policies of
national reconciliation, institution-building, and development to rebuild the
state from the ashes. Meanwhile, the Burundian case revealed weak
leadership and its direct impact on the persistence of unrest and ethnic
conflicts, despite the presence of similar components in the historical and
political contexts of both countries. Therefore, building sustainable peace in
post-conflict countries requires leadership that transcends ethnic tendencies
and narrow interests, towards a comprehensive national project that achieves
security, justice, and development.
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