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Abstract

Essentially Spinoza’s critical project was not directed against religion as such,

but rather against theological interpretations that curtailed the freedom of reason and
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turned sacred texts into instruments of political and social domination. He maintained

the primacy of reason as the sole means of attaining truth, while assigning to
revelation a merely moral function addressed to the general populace. In this respect,
Spinoza can be seen as contributing to the formation of a new conception of religion
within philosophical modernity—one in which religion functions as a medium for the
emancipation of reason rather than its constraint, and as a domain for the cultivation

of human values rather than the exacerbation of conflict.
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