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Abstract

The human right to a healthy environment is one of the most fundamental rights, as the
environment represents the space in which individuals live and engage in their activities. The
existence of a healthy environment ensures the necessary conditions for human growth,
development, and creativity. This goal is a fundamental pillar of modern society, as practical
reality shows: societies that prioritize a healthy environment are those that thrive in progress
and innovation, while societies that lack the components of a healthy environment and do not
strive to provide them tend to suffer from disease and underdevelopment.

International treaties and human rights declarations have recognized the importance of the
human right to a healthy environment, considering it an essential necessity for societal progress
and development. These documents urge the adoption of all necessary measures and procedures
to establish the foundations of a healthy environment. This issue has also received significant
attention in national constitutions, including the 2005 Constitution of the Republic of Iraq,
which states in Article 33:

First: Every individual has the right to live in safe environmental conditions.

Second: The state shall ensure the protection of the environment, biodiversity, and its
preservation.

Similarly, Article 31 of the same constitution affirms:

"Every Iraqgi has the right to healthcare, and the state shall be responsible for public health and
guarantee preventive and curative measures through the establishment of various hospitals and
health institutions."

At the legislative level, the Iraqgi legislator has emphasized the right to a healthy environment
by enacting numerous laws that ensure the provision of essential environmental health
components.

However, despite these efforts, reality reveals serious violations and transgressions against the
human right to a healthy environment. These violations include the excessive, unjust, or abusive
exploitation of natural resources and environmental elements for financial gain, leading to
environmental imbalance. This has resulted in the phenomenon known as "climate change,"
which has affected not only the environment but also human health, causing the emergence of
numerous diseases previously known in history.

This research seeks to examine the legal aspects of the human right to a healthy environment.
To achieve this, the study is divided into two main sections:

1. The Concept of the Human Right to a Healthy Environmen

2. Legal Aspects of Protecting the Human Right to a Healthy Environment
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