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Abstract
This study examines the urban development of Baghdad and Samarra during
the Abbasid era, focusing on the cities” engineering planning, palaces,
mosques, markets, and fortifications. The study shows that Baghdad adopted
a circular central layout combining political, religious, and economic functions,
whereas Samarra was designed in a rectangular form to meet military and
administrative needs of the army and the caliphate. The research also
highlights the impact of Abbasid urbanism on social and cultural life, including
architectural innovations such as the Malwiya tower and large mosques, as
well as the enduring influence of this planning on later Islamic cities.
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