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Abstract

Abu Bakr al-Khwarizmi stands out as one of the prominent 4th—century
AH writers who employed satire as both an artistic device and a tool of social
criticism. In his satirical epistle, he displayed wide erudition, eloquent rhetoric,
and even caricature-like depictions, through which he exposed his adversary
with sharp irony. This work reflects the literary spirit of his age, in which
authors often relied on satire and invective to unveil social realities and raise
public awareness in the hope of fostering change. Al-Khwarizm1 succeeded
in portraying a vivid picture of the cultural and social life of his time, revealing
his remarkable ability to craft discourse and stimulate readers’ intellect. His
style combined clarity with depth—accessible in meaning yet refined in
structure. This study aims to highlight the stylistic features of satire that give

this epistle its distinctive literary value.
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