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The Impact of Phonological Studies on Syntactic Meaning: The
Poetry of the Diwan Group as a Model

Asst. Prof. Dr. Talal Adnan Ubaid Al-Hijami

College of Education, Al-Mustansiriya University, Baghdad, Iraq

Abstract

This study aims to reveal the impact of phonological studies on enriching syntactic meaning
through an applied analysis of the poetry of the Diwan Group—a literary movement that played
a significant role in renewing the structure of the Arabic poem both in form and content. The
phonological phenomena in the texts of this group were not merely superficial forms, but rather
constituted an essential element in constructing syntactic meaning, directing semantic
interpretation, and highlighting the psychological, intellectual, and emotional dimensions of
these pioneering poets. The phonological inquiries addressed in this research are represented in
four major phenomena: hamzah (glottal stop), assimilation (idgham), vowel alternation (i‘lal),
and substitution (ibdal). The realization and easing of the hamzah, the various types of
assimilation, and the manifestations of vowel alternation and substitution played a prominent
role in creating phonetic harmony consistent with the contextual meaning of the text. They also
revealed the emotional depth of the poets of this group and, in their interaction with other
phonetic elements, contributed to the generation of new semantic images and syntactic

meanings that influenced the artistic structure of the text.

Keywords:
Phonological studies, Syntactic meaning, The Diwan Group, Hamzah, Assimilation, Vowel

alternation, Substitution.
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