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Abstract:

During the time of the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him), there
were nine mosques in Medina, and the first school was established there in 622 AD. The
idea of establishing schools and learning in them spread like wildfire. In Cordoba in the
eighth century, there were hundreds of schools, and by the late ninth century, almost
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every mosque had an elementary school for both boys and girls. Boys began their
elementary education around the age of six, as did some girls and slave children, except
for the wealthy, who had private teachers. Education was free or very inexpensive,
making it accessible to all. In the early lessons, students memorized the ninety-nine
names of God and verses from short surahs, studied the Quran carefully, and added
arithmetic. By the tenth century, education had extended to the teacher's home, indicating
that schools were gradually developing. This development occurred first in Persia. In
1066 AD, the Seljuks established the Nizamiyya Madrasa, named after its founder, the
vizier Nizam al-Mulk al-Baghdadi. This was the first private school with a separate
educational building attached. Generally speaking, schools were established since the
early days of Islam, and teachers were paid salaries. Schools were built in large numbers,
and their founders paid great attention to the beauty of the building. Each school had a
courtyard and multiple halls used for lessons, meeting rooms, or prayer rooms, in
addition to individual living rooms and fashion rooms. The state or the ruling caliph
exercised a degree of oversight over education, and teachers were required to obtain prior
permission to practice their profession.

Keywords: (History, Education, Early Islam).
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