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The role of women in official institutions of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq

after 2005
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Summary:

The Middle East has witnessed profound qualitative transformations in the
structure of political and economic societies in recent decades, particularly with
regard to women's rights and their participation in the political process and the
accompanying requirements. The year 2003 witnessed a new and pivotal
transformation in the political and social history of the Iragi state, as the form of
government and the system of government were changed from a centralized,
totalitarian, authoritarian regime to a pluralistic democratic system. This beginning
produced a new transitional phase in the reconstruction of state institutions entirely
anew, especially after the vote on the new constitution in a general referendum in
2005. This transformation led to the participation of women at the political level.
After the exclusion and marginalization that women were subjected to by
governments prior to 2003, the constitutional and legal horizon came to guarantee
women's right to decision-making and their participation and political partnership,
by adopting the principle of the "women's legislative quota system," through which
the presence of women within the parliament is regulated and the parliamentary
role is fully exercised. When the Iraqi constitution was approved after a referendum
in 2005, Kurdish women began a new and different phase in their political

participation within the official institutions of the Kurdistan Region. This shift in the
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constitution provided a legal framework through which women's rights in Kurdistan
were strengthened, ensuring they had the greatest opportunities to participate in
various aspects of life, especially political and economic ones. Thanks to the
provisions in the constitution that guarantee equality between men and women in
opportunities and rights, Kurdish women were able to enter the political arena on a
wide scale, as they played a more important role in the government, parliament, and
official bodies. The women's quota, included in the electoral system, is the most
prominent tool that contributed to greater women's representation within the
regional parliament, which helped open the way for women to assume leadership

positions in the legislative and executive authorities.



