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Abstract
- |

This research seeks to examine the circumstances of Palestinian
refugees in Kuwait from 1948 to 1993 by analyzing the political,
economic, and social dimensions that shaped their experience during this
pivotal phase of the Palestinian diaspora. The study begins with an
exploration of the early waves of Palestinian migration to Kuwait
following the 1948 Nakba and the reception extended to them by the
Kuwaiti state, with particular emphasis on the legal and administrative
frameworks regulating their presence. It then investigates the professional
sectors in which Palestinians were predominantly employed—most
notably education, healthcare, and engineering—underscoring their
significant and positive contributions to Kuwait’s national development.
The research further addresses Palestinian political activity within
Kuwait, especially during the First Intifada of 1987, a period that
witnessed emerging tensions between the Palestinian community and the
Kuwaiti state, which in turn influenced both political dynamics and social
relations. Additionally, the study analyzes the economic and social
challenges encountered by Palestinians, including labor market barriers,
constraints on social integration, and the precursory indicators leading
up to Iraq’s 1990 invasion of Kuwait—events that profoundly affected the
Palestinian community and exacerbated their precarious situation. The
findings suggest that the Palestinian experience in Kuwait represented a
complex interplay of achievements and adversities, characterized by both
support and opportunity provided by the state, as well as legal,
administrative, and political restrictions imposed by shifting regional
circumstances. The study ultimately highlights the necessity of situating
this experience within the broader context of the Palestinian diaspora and
emphasizes the lessons it offers for the formulation of more effective
refugee policies in the Gulf region.
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