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Abstract
Khurasan in general, and the city of Marw in particular, represented one of the most prominent intellectual and

cultural centers in the Islamic East. Marw became a fertile ground for scientific activities, where its institutions,
scholarly circles, and cultural gatherings contributed to the emergence of leading scholars who shaped diverse
fields of knowledge. This study aims to explore the intellectual movement in Marw through three main sections.
The first section provides an overview of the city, including the origin of its name, geographical location, and its
Islamic conquest. The second section investigates the main factors that stimulated intellectual life, focusing on
scientific centers such as mosques, kuttab schools, ribats, and khanqahs, as well as scholarly circles including
dictation sessions, debates, and preaching gatherings, alongside the significant role of merchants and pilgrims in
enriching intellectual activity. The third section is dedicated to examining the scholarly households of Marw, with
special emphasis on the family of AlI-Mu‘adh, highlighting their contributions as hadith transmitters, jurists, and
judges, in addition to their reported traditions. The conclusion emphasizes Marw’s pivotal role in the advancement
of intellectual and cultural life in the Islamic East and calls for further scholarly attention to this significant city.
Keywords: Marw, Khurasan, Intellectual Movement, Scientific Centers, Al-Mu‘adh, Islamic History.
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