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Abstract
- |

This study aims to explore the early stages of General Henri Giraud’s
life, including his birth, education, and military activities during the First
World War, as well as to examine France’s colonial dominance over its
North African possessions in the interwar period, and to analyze the
rationale behind France’s entry into the Second World War, which
culminated in Giraud’s appointment as Deputy Commander-in-Chief in
the Allied High Council. The significance of this research lies in shedding
light on the character of General Henri Giraud and the critical stage
during which he played a pivotal military role, exerting a clear influence
on France’s national condition and its political future. This is particularly
evident from the outset of his military career, which began with the
outbreak of the First World War, during which he commanded a division
and displayed remarkable courage, through to his involvement in the
interwar period. The research employs the historical-descriptive method,
alongside analytical and inductive approaches, in order to present and
interpret the subject’s details and ideas. The structure of the study is
organized into three main sections and a conclusion presenting the key
findings. The first section examines the early life of Henri Giraud and his
role in the First World War (1879-1918). The second section analyzes his
role in the Battle of France and his capture in May 1940. The third section
highlights his escape from captivity and subsequent alignment with the
Vichy government during the period from May 1940 to May 1942. The
study concludes with several key findings, foremost among them being
that General Henri Giraud was distinguished by his profound patriotism,
exceptional bravery during his participation in the battles of the First
World War, and his unwavering dedication to defending France against
its German adversaries.
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