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ABSTRACT

This study investigates the economic base of Al-Dujail city through a geographical lens and evaluates its
regional transformation over the period 2009-2024. The analysis employs two key tools: the Location Quotient
(LQ) to measure relative specialization, and Shift—Share Analysis to decompose sectoral growth into national
share (NS), industrial mix (IM), and regional shift (RS).The findings reveal a significant loss of overall
competitiveness, estimated at 5,507 workers compared with the governorate level, underscoring the city’s
limited role in regional growth. Traditional productive sectors experienced sharp declines, particularly
agriculture (—3,449), mining (—754), and manufacturing (-305), alongside the persistent weakness of essential
services such as health (—161) and education (—48). Conversely, trade (+1,596) emerged as the most
competitive sector, while housing and services (+96) and public administration (+60) showed modest
improvements.The results highlight a structural imbalance in the local economy, marked by the narrow
dominance of a few sectors and the contraction of most others, rendering Al-Dujail economically fragile in the
face of external dynamics. The study concludes by emphasizing the need to diversify the economic base,
strengthen both productive and service sectors, and foster investment in emerging activities to enhance the
city’s regional competitiveness.Key words:Geographical analysis; Urban economy; Regional development.
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