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Constitutional Review in Iraq: A Comparative Study between the
Federal Supreme Court and the Constitutional Courts in
"Neighboring Countries
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Abstract:
This study delves into the landscape of constitutional oversight within Iraq,
with particular emphasis on the Federal Supreme Court's functions. A core
element involves comparing its operational dynamics with those of similar
constitutional courts in nations such as Egypt, France, and Germany. The
research seeks to scrutinize the Court's scope of authority, the procedures
it utilizes, and its overall performance in safeguarding the constitution's
integrity and ensuring the principles of the rule of law are upheld.
The initial section introduces the concept of constitutional oversight itself.
It examines its primary goals in fortifying the rule of law and elucidates
the varying methods through which oversight is implemented. These
methods encompass preemptive assessment and post-facto review
processes. The subsequent segment pivots to a detailed examination of
Irag's Federal Supreme Court. It considers the Court's evolutionary
trajectory, its underpinning legal architecture, the limits of its jurisdiction,
and the specific mechanisms used to review the constitutionality of actions.
Chapter three presents a comparative perspective, juxtaposing lrag's
Federal Supreme Court against the judicial bodies of Egypt (Supreme
Constitutional Court), France (Constitutional Council), and Germany
(Federal Constitutional Court). The comparison highlights critical
distinctions concerning jurisdiction, degrees of judicial independence, and
the practical efficacy of each court's constitutional oversight role.
The fourth chapter concentrates on the significant hurdles encountered by
Iraq's Federal Supreme Court. These difficulties encompass obstacles of
both a legal and political nature, alongside the repercussions stemming
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from the ongoing absence of a comprehensive new Federal Court Law.
Further, the study offers specific recommendations designed to enhance
constitutional oversight capabilities within lIrag. Suggestions involve
expediting the enactment of the Federal Court Law, fortifying the court's
autonomy from undue political pressure, and improving the execution of
Its judgments to ensure they are properly respected and implemented.
In conclusion, the research argues that the Federal Supreme Court of Iraq
necessitates specific reforms, both legal and administrative in nature, to
elevate its overall efficacy. Recommendations include updating the
existing legal framework and fortifying its independence, ultimately
bolstering its capacity to fulfill its critical mandate in upholding
constitutional protections and ensuring a proper balance of governmental
powers.
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