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Abstract:

The language of the Qur’an is eloquent classical Arabic, and understanding
both the Qur’an and the Sunnah fundamentally depends on the knowledge
of the Arabic language and the rhetorical arts through which they were
revealed. Our Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, the seal and most
distinguished of all messengers, was sent to all of humanity. His message
was addressed to both Arabs and non-Arabs in the Arabic language — the
most suitable of all languages. Among the rich and beneficial sciences of
this language are the enchanting rhetorical styles, particularly the
techniques of tawriya (double entendre) and ta‘rid (indirect expression),
due to their significant role in the missions of prophets and messengers,
peace be upon them. These styles embody subtle guidance and a refined
methodology indispensable to every caller to the truth (da‘iyah).

Tawriya serves as a shield for the caller’s core message against potential
harm, while ta‘rid provides a lawful and expansive alternative to lying. It
also allows for a praiseworthy way to engage the opponent and attract them
to accept the truth through a gentle, agreeable, and acceptable manner.
Accordingly, this study is structured into two parts: the first focuses on
tawriya and its practical applications, and the second on ta‘rid and its
applications, aligning with the research title and aiming to produce
satisfactory results and convincing examples that benefit both the one
being invited (to Islam) and the inviter.

The study reveals that the styles of tawriya and ta‘rid have a profound
psychological impact — often surpassing that of direct speech — by
employing emphasis, reproach, warning, caution, and threat in a more
powerful manner. This is due to the fact that indirect expression, when
deeply contemplated and understood, leaves a stronger impression on the
soul and finds deeper resonance in the heart, especially when coupled with
refined etiquette and the avoidance of explicit confrontation. These
rhetorical tools enable the speaker to discreetly express blame, criticism,
reproach, or requests without openly confronting the audience. They also
serve to draw the opponent in and invite their acceptance of the truth, while
subtly correcting deviations that may have occurred among Muslims in the
past or present.
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It is important to note that tawriya and ta‘rid derive their meanings from
external contextual clues rather than from the literal wording itself. These
contextual elements may be apparent only to the intended audience and not
necessarily to all listeners.
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