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Abstract
Civil liability is considered one of the most important legal mechanisms
for compensating damages suffered by individuals or groups. Climate
change, however, presents new challenges to this form of liability,
particularly due to the nature of climate-related harm, which is often
.prolonged, indirect, and multi-causal
Civil liability traditionally relies on three essential elements: fault,
damage, and causation. Yet, applying these elements to climate change
:cases poses significant legal difficulties, most notably
The difficulty of identifying the specific party responsible for the
.emissions
The complexity of proving a causal link between certain emissions and
.specific environmental harm
The delayed manifestation of damage, which sometimes occurs only
.after a considerable period of time
Some legal systems, such as the French and American systems, have
started expanding the scope of civil liability to include environmental
harm, even in cases where no direct fault is proven (strict liability). At
the international level, legal instruments are still evolving, including
mechanisms such as the Loss and Damage Fund, established under the
Paris Agreement
As for Iraqi law, the legal system still relies on general provisions of civil
liability (Articles Y+Y-YY. of the Iraqi Civil Code), with no specific
provisions addressing environmental or climate-related harm. This
highlights the urgent need for legislative reform to align national law with
.the evolving environmental context
Keywords:Climate change, environmental damage, greenhouse gas
emissions, international environmental law, environmental legislative
reform
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