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Abstract (English):
This study explores Al-Jahiz’s critical views in his renowned book Kitab al-Hayawan through the lens of
cultural criticism. Although Al-Jahiz was not a traditional literary critic, his writings—particularly Kitab al-
Hayawan—contain numerous scattered critical insights on Arabic poetry and poets. The study aims to collect,
classify, and analyze these opinions under key critical themes such as the debate between form and meaning,
literary plagiarism, the comparison of classical and modern poetry, and the myth of poets’ demons. It also
highlights Al-Jahiz's rationalist background as a Mu‘tazilite thinker, which shaped his analytical and open-
minded approach to literature. Adopting a descriptive-analytical method, the study concludes that Al-Jahiz can

be seen as a pioneering figure in Arab cultural criticism who combined rhetorical depth with reasoned discourse,
offering a balanced perspective beyond literary traditionalism.
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