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Abstract:
The Arabian Gulf enjoys a unique strategic location, which made it a target for European ambitions. This region
was an important route for global trade, and its ports were characterized by economic prosperity. Hormuz Island
is one of the most prominent of these ports, whose importance was evident. This enabled it to play a clear
political and economic role in the region, prompting colonial powers to seek control of this island, which is
located in a sensitive geographical location. The period from 1506-1600 in the Arabian Gulf witnessed intense
competition. The Portuguese presence in Hormuz played an influential role in igniting the conflict and
competition over it for several reasons, most notably Hormuz's strategic location in the Arabian Gulf, as it was
a powerful political and economic organization in the region at the time. The research is divided into an
introduction and three chapters. In conclusion, the first section addressed the importance of the Arabian Gulf's
location through political, commercial, and cultural aspects.The second section addressed the political and
commercial powers in the Arabian Gulf, where the Kingdom of Hormuz constituted the largest political and

economic organization known to the region at the time, including other political powers that included Bahrain,
Qatif, Basra, and Oman.The third section shed light on the Portuguese invasion of the Arabian Gulf, economic
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and religious factors, and the discovery of the Cape of Good Hope.This research aims to trace the stages of
development and prosperity of the Arabian Gulf region, represented by the political and economic powers that

included Hormuz, Bahrain, Qatif, Basra, and Oman, as well as the motives behind European ambitions in the
Arabian Gulf to control the trade route and its most important ports.
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