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A critical study of the literary issues in the book (History of Islamic
Peoples) by the orientalist Carl Brockelmann
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Abstract

This critical study examines Carl Brockelmann’s History of the Islamic
Peoples from a literary and analytical perspective, focusing on four main
axes: pre-Islamic poetry, Islamic literature, popular narrative, and
Sufi literature. The aim is to reveal Brockelmann’s vision of these literary
issues, assess the objectivity of his approach, and highlight the Orientalist
biases embedded in his work. The study adopts an analytical and
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comparative critical method, drawing on cultural criticism and postcolonial
theories to deconstruct Brockelmann’s discourse. It also compares his
perspective with Arab critical approaches, both classical and modern, in
order to underline the differences and limitations. The findings show that
Brockelmann’s Orientalist reading emphasized historical and descriptive
aspects at the expense of aesthetic and intellectual dimensions, which calls
for the development of an independent Arab critical framework to reread
Islamic literary heritage with renewed critical awareness.

Keywords: Literary Orientalism, Carl Brockelmann, Pre-Islamic Poetry,
Islamic Literature, Arabic Narrative, Sufism, Cultural Criticism,
Postcolonialism.
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