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Abstract
This study explores the legal characterization of climate change within the
scope of civil law, examining whether it qualifies as a force majeure event
that exempts contractual liability, or as a foreseeable risk that must be

accounted for in legal obligations. The research conducts a comparative
analysis of civil law systems in France, Egypt, and Iraq, focusing on the
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core concepts of force majeure and the distinction between unforeseeable
and foreseeable risks. It also evaluates the adequacy of traditional legal
frameworks in addressing emerging environmental challenges and
proposes a redefinition of legal concepts to align with the evolving climate
reality.
Keywords: Force majeure, climate change, contractual liability, civil law,
foreseeable risk, comparative study, obligations, natural disasters.
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Second: English

1. Abdel-Razzaq Al-Sanhouri, Al-Wasit fi Sharh Al-Qanun
Al-Madani (The Intermediate in Explaining Civil Law),
Al-Halabi Legal Publications, 2015, Volume I.

2. 2. Abdel-Majid Al-Hakim, Al-Wajeez fi Nazariyat Al-
llitizam (The Concise in the Theory of Obligation), Ibn Al-
Atheer Publishing House, undated, VVolume 1.

3. 3. Abdel-Hakam Fouda, Athar Al-Zorouf Al-Tari’a wal-
Quwwa Al-Qahira (Effects of Exceptional Circumstances
and Force Majeure), Al-Maaref Establishment,
Alexandria, undated.

4. 4. Hassan Akkoush, Al-Mas’oulia Al-Madaniya Al-
‘Aqdiyya wal-Tagsiriya (Contractual and Tortious Civil
Liability), Arab Thought House.

=5 Souad Al-Shargawi, Al-‘Uqoud Al-ldariya
(Administrative Contracts), Dar Al-Nahda Al-Arabiya,
1999.

6. 6. Nadia Letayem, “The Development of the International
Legal System to Confront Climate Change,” Kuwait
International Law College Journal, 2024.

A\ Souad Al-Shargawi, Al-‘Uqoud Al-ldariya
(Administrative Contracts), Dar Al-Nahda Al-Arabiya,
1999.

8. 8. M’Hamed Kamali, “The International Legal System for
Protection from the Effects of Climate Change,” Journal
of Legal and Economic Research, 2024.

9. 9. “Climate Change and its Integration into the German
Civil Jurisdiction,” Luther Law Firm Blog, Diisseldorf-
Germany, Luther Rechtsanwaltsgesellschaft mbH, 7
February 2020, pp. 1-10 (A historical overview of the
advancement of German civil judiciary in adapting climate
change).
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10.10. Friedrich Graf von Westphalen, “Force Majeure under
German, French and US Law,” 2020 (A comparative
presentation of Article 1218 in France and Articles 275—
313 of the German Civil Code, with practical examples).

11.11. Dr. Hala Abdel Aziz, Al-Quwwa Al-Qahira fi Al-
Qanun Al-Madani wa Tatbigatuhal-Bi’iyya (Force
Majeure in Civil Law and Its Environmental
Applications), New University House, 2022.

12.12. Saher Nasser Hussein Al-Azzawi and Saeed Youssef
Al-Bustani, “The Legal Characterization of the COVID-
19 Pandemic as Force Majeure,” Journal of the College of
Law and Political Science, 2024.

13.13. “Climate Change and the German Law of Torts,”
German Law Journal (Cambridge Core), Hanover—
Germany, Cambridge University Press, 2022, Chapters 3—
5 (Doctrinal and legislative presentation related to German
Civil Law 8823 BGB and climate-related conduct).

14.14. Dr. Fatima Al-Zahraa Ben Issa, Al-Mas’oulia Al-
Madaniya ‘an Al-Adrar Al-Bi’iyya (Civil Liability for
Environmental Damages), New University House, 2021.

15.15. Dr. Nasser Al-Kubaisi, Al-Quwwa Al-Qahira fi Al-
‘Ugoud Al-Bi’iyya (Force Majeure in Environmental
Contracts), Dar Al-Thagafa, Doha, 2020.

16.16. Dr. Abdullah Al-Zayer, Al-Taghayyur Al-Munakhi ka
Quwwa Qahira fi Al-‘Uqoud Al-Duwaliya (Climate
Change as Force Majeure in International Contracts), Arab
Law House, 2023,

17.17. Dr. Sami Abdullah, Al-‘Ugoud Al-Madaniya wal-
Kawarith Al-Bi’iyya (Civil Contracts and Environmental
Disasters), Legal Culture House, 2021.

18.18. Dr. Mona Abdel Rahman, Al-Mas’oulia Al-Madaniya
‘an Al-Adrar Al-Bi’iyya fi Al-Qanun Al-Mugaran (Civil
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Liability for Environmental Damages in Comparative
Law), Dar Al-Nahda Al-Arabiya.

19.19. Dr. Hala Abdel Aziz, Al-Quwwa Al-Qahira fi Al-
Qanun Al-Madani wa Tatbigatuhal-Bi’iyya (Force
Majeure in Civil Law and Its Environmental
Applications), New University House, 2022.

20.20. Dr. Mona Abdel Rahman, Al-Mas’oulia Al-Madaniya
‘an Al-Adrar Al-Bi’iyya fi Al-Qanun Al-Mugaran (Civil
Liability for Environmental Damages in Comparative
Law), Dar Al-Nahda Al-Arabiya, 2022.

21.21. Dr. Abdullah Al-Otaibi, Al-Taghayyur Al-Munakhi fi
Al-Qanun Al-Madani Al-Khaleeji (Climate Change in
Gulf Civil Law), Gulf Center for Legal Studies, 2023.

22.Dr. Youssef Abdel Karim, Climate Change in French and
Egyptian Civil Law, Legal Thought Publishing House,
2023.

23.Hasan Imad Sahib Al-Matar and Ali Jabbar Quraidi Al-
Qadhi, "The Concept of International Responsibility
Arising from the Phenomenon of Climate Change: Its
Types and Legal Implications,” published in December
2024 in IAS J.

24.Farid Hanin Jasim Muhammad, "Environmental Changes
and Their Impact on the Displacement of Women in
Southern Iraqg," published in 2024 in the Journal of Al-
Imam University College for Human Sciences.
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