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Cyprus maintained its position against non-alignment from
1955 — 1961
Assist lect. Zainab Alaa Hasan
Prof Dr. Haider Lazeem Aziz
University of Basrah — College of Arts

Abstract

Although Cyprus is a European country, it was subjected to British
colonialism, and after gaining its independence in 1960, it faced great
challenges due to the Cold War, its strategic importance, and the Turkish-
Greek competition over it. Its first president, Archbishop Makarios I,
tried to follow a policy of avoiding his country's involvement in the Cold
War first and not submitting to Turkish and Greek influence.
Accordingly, he found in the Non-Aligned Movement the best means to
achieve the goals of his policy. This research came to study the position
of Cyprus from the Non-Aligned Movement 1955-1961, and the
underlying reasons that made a European country like Cyprus join such a
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movement and participate in its conferences, and work hard to obtain the
support of the movement in order to continue its independence and
territorial integrity, as the Cyprus issue was a subject of discussion at the
international level, especially within the framework of the Non-Aligned
Movement, which sought to strengthen the role of non-aligned countries
between the Eastern and Western camps. The research also sheds light on
the internal and international positions on Cyprus's accession to the
aforementioned movement.
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