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Abstract

In the midst of significant political and social shifts, the status of
Christianity in Japan underwent significant changes between 1868 and
1924. The centuries-old prohibition on Christianity was progressively lifted
when Japan opened up to the West and started implementing the principles
of a modern state at the start of the Meiji era (1868). Foreign missionaries
were permitted to work, particularly in the areas of healthcare and higher
education, after freedom of religion was formally acknowledged by the
1870s, despite initial restrictions.

But there were drawbacks to this transparency. Because of the strong
connections between national identity and indigenous religions like Shinto
and Buddhism, the number of Japanese Christians remained minimal
despite the expansion of churches and Christian institutions. As nationalist
feelings grew in the early 20th century, particularly following the First
Sino-Japanese War (1894-1895) and the Russo-Japanese War (1904
1905), the state tightened its intellectual control, which hurt Christianity's
reputation as a "foreign” religion.

Christian organizations came under intense examination in the 1930s as
militarism and Japan's move toward war increased, particularly when the
state imposed Shinto as an official philosophy and the "national religion™
based on emperor worship. Churches were severely restricted during World
War | and by 1924, when they were either compelled to comply with state-
Imposed requirements or become part of government-supervised religious
organizations.

Thus, amid conflicts between the objectives of the modern state and
national identity, Christianity in Japan from 1868 to 1924 took a
convoluted route, moving from openness to distrust to covert repression.
Despite its limited spread and status as a minority religion, Christianity had
a significant impact on the intellectual and educational elites.
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