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Abstract

The grammarians’ words regarding “~c” and “J=” which occur in the
words of God Almighty have been confused, and confusion has spread regarding
their interpretation among interpreters and scholars. Because they contain greed
and compassion, and they are two meanings that the Lord, Blessed and Most High,
must refrain from; and since they require anticipating something that the speaker is
not certain will happen. What is the significance of (<) and (J~) in the word of
God? This is what we are going to detect and recognize.

In order to make the clarification of their meanings in the speech of Allah clear and
evident, the resercher presented the scholars’ views regarding the meaning of 'asa'
first. Then, their views regarding the meaning of 'la‘alla' are presented.

The research paper has shown that the view which holds that ‘asa, when
attributed to God Almighty, denotes certainty and obligation, while when
attributed to human beings, it denotes hope and expectation—this interpretation
combines both sound meaning and accuracy of the outward sense of the Qur’an as
well as to the usages of the Arabs in their speech.

It has also demonstrated that interpreting maybe (la‘alla) as expressing
expectation is valid and acceptable, and not weak; this was the opinion of
Sibawayh and a group of grammarians and exegetes. Furthermore, the research
paper has shown that it is not far-fetched to say that it may, in certain contexts,
express causation (ta‘lil), and in fact, this may even be the preferable interpretation
in some instances. The causal sense is firmly established through reliable reports
from trustworthy authorities of the Arabic language. The research has also shown
that it is not unlikely to say that God Almighty may have combined both
causation and hope in (la‘alla), with the hope therein being directed toward the
addressees.
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