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Roman Catholics — Their political role — Lebanon

Summary
It is noted that the depth of the Lebanese issue results from a main and
real reason, which is the sectarian structure within Lebanese society, and

the extent of the impact of this structure on all aspects of life inside
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Lebanon, because sectarianism is what constitutes the pattern of political
and social life in Lebanon and a tool for external interference in its affairs,
and is not the issue. It is an artificial issue or a new issue. Rather, it is an
old issue with historical roots. When studying the issue of Roman
Catholics and their political role, we find that their presence throughout its
modern and contemporary history passed through stages during which it
was characterized by different characteristics, and the sect acquired
characteristics and positions that distinguished it from others.

As it is known, Lebanon is a group of diverse minorities and ethnicities
that include various races and sects. Therefore, the balance between this
human mixture becomes a justification for political and parliamentary
representation, as without the participation of these elements and groups,
it is possible that there will be political injustice against them, and
therefore the Lebanese Parliament must accommodate This pluralism is to
make her feel a sense of belonging to her country.

Since the beginning of parliamentary life in the period (1920-1943),
Lebanon has witnessed seven electoral cycles in which Roman Catholics
were represented, according to their representative weight, with (13) seats
out of a total of (272) seats in the parliamentary councils, that is,
constituting (20%) of the total number of representatives. Despite their
different sectarian, sectarian and social affiliations during the above
period, they also had clear government representation, as the
aforementioned period witnessed (11) ministries filled by the Roman
Catholic sect, as the difference clearly imposed itself according to the
social, economic and sectarian difference, and this difference is what

distinguishes In the Lebanese society.
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