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Research Abstract;

The current research aims to identify the level of cognitive independence
among children aged (4, Y+, Y)) years. The researcher developed a
special scale for cognitive independence after reviewing psychological and
educational literature related to childhood. The descriptive method was
adopted as the most appropriate approach for the nature of the study.
The researcher adopted the differentiation theory of Witkin et al. (141V)

The scale consisted of YYitems representing independence and
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dependence on the cognitive field. It was applied to a sample of (14Y)
male and female pupils from public primary schools in the city of
Baghdad, aged (4-):.-))) years, selected using the simple random
sampling method .The scale underwent a set of validity and reliability
procedures, and its reliability was calculated using Cronbach’s alpha

coefficient and the split—half method.

The results of the study showed that primary school children have varying
levels of cognitive independence. Features of this independence appeared
clearly among fourth—grade pupils, especially in the pattern of independent
thinking and decision—-making ability. The results also showed that there
were no statistically significant differences in the level of cognitive
independence attributable to the gender variable, indicating a similarity in
the abilities of males and females in this regard. In contrast, statistically
significant differences appeared according to the age variable, as children
aged ()+) years demonstrated a higher level of cognitive independence
compared to children aged (4-\Y) years. This reflects the uniqueness of
this age stage in the development of this cognitive aspect.
Keywords: Cognitive Independence, Children.
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