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Surat Al-Fatihah: Between Makki and Madani, and the Rulings of the
Basmalah from the Book “Al-Fawa’id al-L3’ihah min Ma‘ani al-Fatihah”
by Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Jama‘ah (d. 733 AH), from the First to the Tenth
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This research examines the Makki and Madani classification of Surat Al-
Fatihah, the number of its verses, and the rulings of the Basmalah, based
on the book Al-Fawa’id al-La’ihah min Ma‘ani al-Fatihah by Shaykh al-
Islam Ibn Jama‘ah (d. 733 AH).
Ibn Jama‘ah begins by presenting the scholarly debate regarding whether
the surah is Makki or Madani, listing various opinions with their supporting
arguments. He ultimately favors the view that it is Makki, based on its
overall style, which aligns with that of Makki chapters. He also discusses
the differing scholarly views on the number of verses in the surah,
referencing various recitations and transmitted reports.
Through these benefits, Ibn Jama‘ah demonstrates a precise scholarly
methodology. He presents differing views, weighs them, and supports his
conclusions with evidence from the Qur’an, the Prophetic traditions, and
the sayings of the Salaf, revealing his depth of knowledge and authenticity
in interpretation.
The aim of this research is to highlight Ibn Jama‘ah’s efforts in explaining
the meanings of Surat Al-Fatihah, to present his stance on controversial
issues, and to showcase his method of preference and reasoning.
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