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Speaking the Self: A Critical

Discourse Analysis of Y and Z

Generations in Podcasts
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Abstract
The current research aims to investigate:

(The effectiveness of the Directed Reading Thinking Activity (DRTA)
strategy in the achievement of second-grade intermediate female
students in the subject of Quran and Islamic Education, and its impact
on information retention).

To achieve the objective of the research, the researcher formulated the
following null hypotheses:

. There are no statistically significant differences at the (0.05)
significance level between the mean scores of the experimental
group students who study Quran and Islamic Education using
the DRTA strategy and the control group students who study
the same subject using the conventional method in the post-
achievement test.

« There are no statistically significant differences at the (0.05)
significance level between the mean scores of the experimental
group students who study Quran and Islamic Education using
the DRTA strategy and the control group students who study
the same subject using the conventional method in the
information retention test.

To address the above, the researcher adopted a quasi-experimental design.
The research population consisted of government intermediate and
secondary schools for girls affiliated with the General Directorate of
Education in Baghdad / Al-Karkh Il. The research sample was selected
randomly and included (62) female students, with (31) students in the
experimental group who studied Quran and Islamic Education using the
DRTA strategy, and (31) students in the control group who studied the
same subject using the conventional method.

The researcher controlled variables that might influence this type of
experimental design, such as (age in months, intelligence, achievement
scores from the previous year, and parental academic achievement).

The researcher formulated (100) behavioral objectives and prepared
instructional plans, which were reviewed by a panel of experts. The
research tool consisted of a post-achievement test comprising (40) items:
(37) multiple-choice items and (3) short-answer essay items. The test
demonstrated validity and reliability and was subjected to psychometric
property analysis.

The researcher used the following statistical tools to analyze the research
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data:
(Independent samples t-test, Chi-square test, discrimination index for
objective and essay items, difficulty index for both item types, distractor
efficiency index, Spearman-Brown formula, Cronbach’s alpha coefficient,
and Eta squared to determine effect size).

The research results showed the following:

1. The experimental group students who studied Quran and Islamic
Education using the DRTA strategy outperformed the control group
students who studied the same subject using the conventional method
in the post-achievement test.

2. The experimental group students who studied Quran and Islamic
Education using the DRTA strategy outperformed the control group
students in the information retention test.
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