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The ration card and its impact on the food security of the Iraqi consumer
Abstract
The general distribution system for basic foodstuffs to citizens in Iraq is still one of the most
important indirect governmental economic subsidies, which are the provision of goods or
services to citizens at prices lower than the real prices prevailing in the market. In light of the
current conditions in Iraq, this system represents a main source for providing families with basic
food needs, especially those sectors that suffer from poverty and unemployment. Which some
statistics indicate that it has reached high limits estimated at 25% in relation to poverty and 30%
in relation to unemployment, and despite the importance of this system for all citizens, it was and
still suffers from real problems that lead to the failure to reach the eligible people in an efficient
manner due to the spread of financial and administrative corruption In this sector, in addition to
the nature of the system itself, which leads to the incurring of large administrative expenses and
the existence of multiple episodes, any of which could constitute an area for system failure and
mismanagement. The issues related to the ration card were measured through a survey of the
opinions of a random sample of beneficiaries, and they were asked a set of questions, focused on
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its importance, quantity and efficiency of its vocabulary, and the extent of the beneficiaries’
satisfaction as well as keeping it or replacing it. More than a third of the sample agreed with its
importance, and about (49%) of them agreed that it is important to some extent, and more than
three quarters of the sample indicated dissatisfaction with the quantity and quality of the items
provided, and more than two thirds of the sample agreed not to replace the ration card, in
addition to other results, including search.
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