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Abstract:
Jizyais one of the important topics in Islamic history and is one of the
key elements of the economic income of the Islamic state. Therefore,
jizya has attracted the attention of many researchers, and many criti-
cal studies have been written about it, including those by Orientalists.
Daniel Dennett addressed this issue and critically analyzed a group of
Orientalist views with objective criticism supported by evidence.
Among the matters discussed by the Orientalists is that Arab histo-
rians deliberately falsified information and attributed later develop-
ments in the financial administration system to the early Islamic pe-
riod to confer legitimacy and sanctity. Dennett proved the falseness
of this claim, demonstrating that historians attributed each event to
its true time, supported by a collection of narratives. He also accused
the Orientalists of failing to provide evidence for their claims and of
being selective in their reliance on historical narratives, taking only
parts of the narrative that align with their theories while denying the
rest, which is not a correct historical methodology. He clarified that
the terms kharaj and jizya are not synonymous, as seen by Wellhaus—
en and others; rather, they have a general meaning of tax, with the
specific type determined by the phrase in which they appear, whether
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it is a head tax or land tax. The specific meaning is that jizya refers
to the head tax, while kharaj refers to the land tax. The Arabs distin—
guished between them since the early era, contrary to Wellhausemns
view after the year 121 AH.As for the claim that the Arabs imposed a
general tax on the inhabitants of the lands they conquered, Dennett
effectively demonstrated that each land had its own system according
to the nature of its submission to the Muslims, whether it was opened
peacefully or by force, and that there was no existence of a general
tax. Moreover, Islam does not exempt its adherents from all financial
obligations. Proving these two matters, in turn, demonstrates that
the populations did not bear financial burdens when their neighbors
converted to Islam due to the absence of a general tax.

Keywords: Islam, Jizya, Orientalists, refutation of the accusation
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