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The conflict had significant repercussions on
Palestinian refugees in Lebanon, who were
caught between the front lines and the political-
military reckoning. This research aims to
analyze the dynamics of the conflict through the
lens of the strategies of influence employed by
the three parties, assessing its impact on the
course of the Lebanese Civil War, the
Palestinian cause, and regional power balances.
It also highlights Syria's role in shaping the
course of events, extending beyond the local
character of the conflict.

Keywords: War of the Camps, Regional
Influence, Palestinian-Lebanese Conflict, Amal
Movement, Palestine Liberation Organization
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Abstract:
This study explores the topic of "Strategies of
Influence in the Lebanese Civil War:
Analyzing the Armed Conflict in the War of
the Camps between the Amal Movement, the
Palestine Liberation Organization, and
Hezbollah (1985-1990)" as one of the most
pivotal phases in the trajectory of the
Lebanese Civil War, during which local,
regional, and international dimensions
intertwined in an unprecedented manner. The
War of the Camps represented a complex
armed confrontation that went beyond direct
military engagements, reflecting a broader
competition over influence and political
representation within both the Lebanese and
Palestinian arenas. The conflict occurred in
the aftermath of the collapse of previous
political and military balances, especially
following the Israeli invasion of Lebanon in
1982 and the subsequent withdrawal of the
PLO from Beirut. In this context, Lebanese
armed factions like the Amal Movement
emerged to fill the resulting political and
security vacuum, particularly in Shiite-
majority areas in the south and the suburbs of
Beirut. Amal played a central role in
attempting to assert control over Palestinian
camps, under the pretext of preventing them
from becoming military bases or safe havens
for forces opposing Syria's presence in
Lebanon. This led to open confrontation with
the PLO which sought to reestablish its
footing in Lebanon. Hezbollah, as a rising
force aligned with the Iranian-Syrian axis,
also became involved in the conflict, albeit at
times indirectly. The war thus became an
expression of a multi-level strategic struggle,
where sectarian, regional, and international
dynamics intersected.
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