agiblia B Lolaay) Ll o dabud) il Joa plead) )

ag et Ay

The residents' opinion on the impact of tourism on social
development in their areas

A ye g sl S
il g 530 Ay 9l [ Al 30 3
Dr. Noor Jawad Abdullah

Ministry of Education / Al-Zayzafoon Secondary School for Girls
noor.alhilfy86@gmail.com

il L dalead) o doad) e gialy Lag
BaL) e eAipaall ARG ysgll e Al
by G o8l Al il sally Falilly o5
) Gig i) S cilpaad Aplles cuay ¢ AT
L) Cpeatd dalal) o Sldab ¢ gy 50l aladi¥ly
Gl gy calIAl) B L aldine Sy Aial)
Aatil) o 585 dpali bl aas
Lalay) 4 el 5a laal daluiual)
) e ol il ¢ 90 A Laally

el aaianally
Leadil) Al Aaluadidabiial) clalsl)
ABE «daall SLaBY) s S Ao Laiay)

-

Addaal)

-

Abstract

This research reviews the
impact of tourism on social
development in the city of Karbala,
focusing on religious tourism as a
key driver of the local economy.
Karbala is one of the most important
religious cities in lraqg, attracting
millions of visitors annually, which
significantly contributes to
improving personal income and
providing job opportunities in
various sectors such as hotels,
restaurants, transportation, and
handicrafts. The tourism sector also
enhances the city’s infrastructure,
including roads, transportation, and
the provision of basic public services
like water, electricity, and sewage.
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Despite the substantial economic benefits,
Karbala faces challenges related to
population congestion, as the population
density significantly increases during
religious pilgrimage seasons, leading to
pressure on public services and facilities.
The environmental sector also suffers from
negative impacts due to the continuous rise
in tourist numbers, including
environmental degradation and increased
pressure on natural resources. At the same
time, the results showed that tourism
contributes positively to enhancing local
culture and preserving heritage, as most
residents believe that tourism helps
visitors better understand Karbala’s

culture.

The research also reveals that tourism has
positive effects on the city’s cultural
identity, with increased awareness of
history and religious heritage. However,
challenges such as  environmental
pollution, traffic congestion, and the need
for sustainable infrastructure
improvements must be addressed. In
conclusion, the study recommends
developing tourism strategies focused on
sustainable development to ensure that
economic and social benefits are achieved
without  negatively  impacting  the

environment and local community.

Keywords: Religious tourism, social
development, Karbala, local economy,
local culture.
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