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Abstract:

This study examines the distribution and concentration of the population in the
city of Kirkuk during the period 1997-2024, with the aim of identifying the
general patterns of population distribution, the internal disparities among the
city’s neighborhoods, and assessing the overall balance of population
distribution. The research adopted a descriptive-analytical approach, employing
indicators of population concentration, the Lorenz curve, the Gini coefficient,
and the Gibbs—Martin index to provide a comprehensive depiction of the city’s
spatial distribution. The findings revealed a tendency of the population to
cluster in certain areas and a marked disparity between them, while the overall
distribution across larger zones maintained a relative balance. Accordingly, the
study recommends directing urban planning and public services toward high-
density areas, developing low-density regions, and improving transport
networks and public utilities to ensure a more balanced population distribution
in the future.
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