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Abstract:
The main findings of this research can be summarized in the follow-
ing points:
1. The hadiths in which Imam Al-Bukhari used the phrase «most au—
thenticy (aa ) amounted to fourteen. Eleven of them referred to is—
sues in their chains of transmission (isnad), and three concerned their
textual content (matn).
2. Therefore, the meaning of Al-Bukhari’s use of the terma a varied:
at times referring to the text, at other times to the chain of narration,
and sometimes to the strength of deduction.
3.0ne of the practical outcomes of this research is the realization that
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Imam Al-Bukhari, may Allah have mercy on him, differentiated between
hadiths within his a1, deeming some more authentic than others.

4. An authentic hadith is not necessarily of a single degree; one hadith may
be preferred over another, not because the latter is weak, but because the
former is stronger—either due to the number of narrators or the higher
trustworthiness of its transmitters.

5. Imam Al-Bukhari may narrate two opposing versions of the same ha—
dith—as seen in the narration of Abu Hurayrah about the Prophet (peace
be upon him) saying: «Solomon, son of David, said: T'onight I will go
around to seventy women.» Both narrations appear in his ai, and he
prefers one over the other based on jurisprudential reasoning or harmo-
nization, not due to weakness in either. Sometimes he even includes both
narrations in multiple chapters of his book.

6. Al-Bukhari gives preference to the sayings and actions of the Prophet
(peace be upon him) over contrary opinions, even if they come fromlead-
ing scholars. For example, he says: «Chapter: The statement of a man: (We
missed the prayer. Ibn Sirin disliked saying, (We missed the prayer, and
preferred to say: (We did not catch it> The saying of the Prophet (peace be
upon him) is more authentic.»

7. Imam Al-Bukhari may prefer one statement of a Companion over an—
other when both are attributed to the same Companion, as seen in his
saying: «Yahya ibn Salih told me: Mwawiyah ibn Salam narrated to us
from Yahya, from Umar ibn Al-Hakam ibn Thawban, who heard Abu
Hurayrah say: df one vomits, it does not break the fast; it only exits, it does
not enter. It is also narrated from Abu Hurayrah that it breaks the fast.
The first is more authentic. Ibn Abbas and Ikrimah said: Fasting is bro—
ken by what enters, not by what exits.»

8. One of Al-Bukhari’s aims in using the term aa is to compare dif-
ferent transmission routes, as in his statement: «The narration of Jabir is
more authentic than the narration of Yunus,» meaning: more authen—
tic than the narration of Muhammad ibn Al-Salt from Abu Hurayrah.
Thus, the narration of Jabir is preferred.

9. Sometimes Al-Bukhari uses the phrase to refute a legal opinion that
contradicts the apparent meaning of a hadith, as in his comment: (The
Prophet (peace be upon him) said to Abu Talhah when he said: The
most beloved of my wealth to me is Bayraha’, and I give it in charity
for the sake of Allah.” The Prophet approved it. Some said it is not valid
until the beneficiary is specified, but the first opinion is more authentic.»
Keywords: Hadiths, chain of transmission, rulings, text, most authentic.
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