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Abstract .
The 19th century represented the

peak of the European scramble for
colonies  worldwide, with  Sub-
Saharan Africa bearing the brunt of
this conflict. European colonial
powers rushed to acquire colonies,
especially with the emergence of
Germany as a new colonial power
seeking to compensate for its late
arrival and compete with traditional
European colonial powers (Britain,
France, and Portugal). These
ambitions led to clashes, and the
struggle for the hinterlands and the
Congo nearly ignited a devastating
European war. However, European
diplomacy averted this through
conferences and agreements,
ultimately resulting in the division of
these territories at the expense of the
rights and aspirations of the African
peoples.
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