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The Legal System for Five-Year Leave in Iraq
Assist Lect. Ahmed Ali Abdullah
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Keywords: Five-year leave, Employee, General budget
Summary:

Five-year leave is an exceptional leave granted to a permanent employee. It
allows them to temporarily cease work for a period not exceeding five years, upon
their request and pursuant to an individual administrative decision issued by the
competent authority, which has discretionary power to grant or reject it. This leave is
subject to the oversight of the administrative judiciary. This leave can be interrupted
before its expiration or repeated. The employee retains only their nominal salary
during this period and remains subject to criminal, civil, and disciplinary
accountability, ensuring their relationship with the public service is not interrupted.
This leave was initially enacted in the General Budget Law as a temporary solution to
address the financial crisis the state was experiencing. However, its continued
inclusion in successive budget laws for successive years has given it a degree of
relative stability within the legal system for job leaves. However, this stability is
inconsistent with the nature of the interim and annual budget law, which is
supposed to lack substantive provisions intended to be applied and maintained over
the long term. This necessitates reorganizing the provisions of this leave under
legislation. Permanently independent or included in the Civil Service Law No. (24)

of 1960, as amended, to achieve legislative consistency and ensure legal job stability.
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