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Abstract
The issue of the disputed areas, particularly the city of Kirkuk, is one of the
most prominent challenges facing the lragi national project in the phase of
rebuilding the state after 2003. This conflict fuels a complex environment in
which geopolitical dimensions overlap with ethnic and religious identity
conflicts, and local interests intersect with regional and international
interventions, making it a symbol of the conflicts that hinder the formation of a
unified state based on citizenship, justice, and the rule of law. Despite the
existence of a constitutional will to find a legal and just solution to the Kirkuk
issue through Article 140 of the Iraqgi Constitution, the delay in implementing
the stages of normalisation and the referendum provided an opportunity to
exacerbate societal divisions and reinforce the sense of marginalisation among
some components, as well as for external powers to exploit this vacuum to
achieve their geopolitical interests.
In this context, the research focuses on analysing the complex dynamics
governing the relationship between geopolitical interventions and identity
conflicts on the one hand, and governance and state-building challenges on the
other, showing how these factors have contributed to impeding development,
threatening security stability, and delaying the achievement of social cohesion.
The study shows that the solution cannot be unilateral or short-term, but rather
requires a comprehensive approach based on transitional justice, community
dialogue, reconsidering the existing governance model, adopting more
transparent mechanisms in resource management, and activating political
participation for all components. Therefore, the study recommends adopting the
model of participatory federalism as an institutional framework capable of
containing the ethnic and political diversity in Kirkuk and ensuring
comprehensive and just governance that strikes a balance between national
unity and the legitimate rights of the components, in a way that enhances Irag's
national security and protects its sovereignty in the long term.

Keywords: Geopolitical conflicts, identity conflicts, state building,
participatory federalism, Iraqgi national security.
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