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Abstract:

This paper critically examines the narration of the first revelation to
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) as reported in Sunni hadith
sources, particularly Sahih al-Bukhari. Employing a rigorous analytical
approach, the study evaluates both the chain of transmission and the
content, comparing them with the Qur’anic depiction of revelation. The
narration relies exclusively on the chain: al-Zuhri from ‘Urwah from Aisha,
which constitutes an absolute singular transmission. Moreover, it is
classified as mursal, since Aisha did not witness the event. The content
reveals problematic elements, such as the depiction of Gabriel (peace be
upon him) as harsh, and the Prophet appearing fearful and confused—
contrary to the Qur’anic portrayal of divine revelation. The study concludes
that this narration lacks authenticity both in chain and content, and
contradicts essential Islamic theological principles. It recommends

reevaluating such foundational reports to preserve the integrity of the
prophetic image and the divine message.
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