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Abstract:
Vicegerency (Istikhlaf) stands as a pivotal concept that has garnered
significant attention from both classical and contemporary Quran-
ic exegetes. Numerous noble Quranic texts explicitly and implicitly
refer to the concept of vicegerency through terms such as «Khali-
fah, » «Khala:if » and «Istakhlafakum » Each of these Quranic terms
carries distinct semantic implications to be dealt with thorough in-
vestigation and analysis.
Given the profound importance of this topic, this study undertakes
a comprehensive exegetical examination of these terms as inter—
preted by classical and contemporary exegetes. The objective is to
elucidate their meanings and derive practical insights beneficial for
those whom Allah Almighty has appointed as vicegerents over His
creation, whether in specific or general capacities.
The research is structured into an introduction and two main sec—
tions. The first section provides a definition of vicegerency and
highlights its significance. The second section delves into an ex-
egetical study of the Quranic terms associated with vicegerency,
detailing the various textual occurrences where these terms appear,
The study concludes by presenting its findings, which are derived
from a meticulous reading of the Holy Quran, an analysis of the in-
terpretations offered by exegetical scholars, and a subsequent pro—
cess of analysis, inference, and clarification of the intended mean-
ings of the diverse terms related to vicegerency.
Keywords: Vicegerency (Istikhlaf), Significance, Humanity, Ter—
minology, Divisions
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