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Abstract

The current study aimed to identify the degree of practice of social
studies teachers in the primary stage of associative thinking skills from their
point of view, and the descriptive survey approach was relied upon, and the
current research community is limited to teachers of social studies for the primary stage
in Maysan Governorate for the academic year(2022- 2023).

The sample of the study consisted of (75) teachers who were chosen in a multi-
stage random way from primary school teachers in the Maysan Education Directorate
(Al-Fatli and Nour, 2021) due to its novelty and suitability to the requirements of the
current research, and it consists of three main skills for associative thinking
(determining the ideas or things to be linked, finding the relationship between these
ideas and things, provided that this link is a logical link, determining the result to be
reached) and each skill It contains a set of sub-skills amounting to 15 skills, and after
verifying its validity and reliability by presenting it to a group of experts and specialists
in the field of educational and psychological sciences, measurement and evaluation, in
order to identify the degree of social studies teachers’ practice of associative thinking
skills according to academic qualification and years of experience, and after a procedure
The statistical processes showed the results of the study showing that the use of
alternative assessment by social studies teachers was at a low rate. As the arithmetic
mean of the questionnaire as a whole was (2.51) and the standard deviation (1.24), and
in light of the results, the researcher drew several conclusions, including:

1- The overall degree of social studies teachers' practice of associative thinking skills
from their point of view was low.

2- There are statistically significant differences between the average responses of the
study sample towards the degree of using associative thinking skills in teaching
social studies according to each associative thinking skill.

In light of this, the researcher made a set of recommendations, including:

1- The need to familiarize teachers of social and other subjects with the skills of
thinking in general and associative thinking on the subject particular.

2- Providing educational plans and programs that contribute to helping teachers
practice associative thinking skills with students.

In order to complete this research, the researcher suggested several
proposals, including:

1- Carrying out studies aimed at evaluating social studies teachers for the
primary and secondary levels in the light of thinking skills.

2- Conducting research on the effectiveness of training programs to  provide
social  teachers with associative thinking skills.

Keywords: degree of practice, social studies teachers, associative thinking
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