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Abstract

This study provides a comparative analysis of the mechanism of
suspension of sentence execution in Iraqi and Iranian law, considering it
one of the most important instruments of modern criminal policy aimed
at individualizing punishment and balancing deterrence with offender
rehabilitation. The research examines the legislative frameworks
established by both legislators, particularly Articles 144—149 of the Iraqi
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Penal Code of 1969 and Articles 46—54 of the Iranian Islamic Penal Code
of 2013. It highlights similarities, such as the requirement of good
conduct and the absence of prior convictions, as well as differences,
notably the Iranian system’s reliance on a specialized “judge for the
execution of sentences,” in contrast to the Iraqi system, which limits
supervision to the sentencing court. The study also addresses the legal
and social implications of suspended sentences, especially the removal
of criminal records upon successful completion of the suspension period,
thereby facilitating the reintegration of offenders into society. The
findings conclude that this mechanism reflects a human-oriented
criminal policy that emphasizes reform and crime prevention while
safeguarding the authority of the criminal justice system.

Keywords: Suspension of sentence, Iraqi law, Iranian law, criminal
policy, individualization of punishment.
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