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Abstract
Masoumeh Ebtekar lived for several years outside Iran and studied at an

international school in Tehran. In 1963, three years after her birth, her father, like
many other outstanding university students, received a scholarship to continue his
studies in the United States. Ebtekar became fluent in English, acquiring an accent
from the University of Pennsylvania. During those years, her command of English
developed remarkably, and by the time she returned to Iran, her verbal skills in
English had improved significantly, although she continued to speak Persian fluently
as well.

She later attended the Iranian Zamyn Academy, a private school under
American administration that employed teachers from various foreign communities in
the city—some European, some Asian, and others from North and South America.
Ebtekar’s proficiency in both English and Persian proved to be of particular
importance in the early stages of her political involvement, most notably during the
U.S. Embassy takeover, when she was assigned a key role in public relations due

to her linguistic skills.
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