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Abstract:

This research explores the concept of betrayal in the Holy Qur’an from an ethical
and educational perspective, reviewing the key verses and Prophetic traditions hadiths
that address the notion of betrayal and its various forms, such as betrayal of trust,
breach of covenants, marital betrayal, and betrayal of Allah and His Messenger.

The study emphasizes that betrayal is one of the condemned traits that lead to societal
disintegration, loss of trust, spread of hypocrisy, and decline in moral and educational
values. It shows that both the Qur’an and the Sunnah strongly condemn betrayal,
regarding it as a sign of weak faith.

The research adopts a thematic analytical approach, tracking the occurrences of the
term “betrayal” and its derivatives in the scriptural texts, and analyzing the contexts in
which they appear.

Betrayal is defined as breaking a covenant or violating a trust, and is regarded in Islam
as a reprehensible behavior. It appears in multiple verses of the Qur’an, such as: And
do not betray Allah and the Messenger, and do not betray your trusts while you know
[what you are doing].” [Al-Anfal: 27], and is also illustrated through real-life stories
like the betrayal of Banu Israel, and the betrayal of the wives of Noah and Lot.

The Sunnah further clarifies the danger of betrayal, linking it to hypocrisy, as in the
hadith:* The signs of a hypocrite are three... and when he is entrusted, he betrays”
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The research concludes by stressing the importance of instilling the values of
trustworthiness and loyalty within Islamic education—through good role models,
continuous moral instruction, and community accountability.
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