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Curves of Conflict: The History of Iranian Oil in the Context of
Global Powers until the Mid-Twentieth Century: A Historical Study

Dr. Alyaa Saeed Ibrahim
University of Kufa — College of Physical Education and Sports Sciences

Abstract

Oil in particular< and other energy resources in general< are among the
most prominent pillars of wealth in our contemporary world« as no country can
achieve economic stability and political balance without relying on these vital
resources. QOil is not just a traditional energy source that powers transportation
and operates power plants and factories¢ but it also goes beyond that to
become a basic raw material used in the chemical and petrochemical
industriesc which maked its role more comprehensive and influential in the
daily and economic life of humanity.

The importance of oil and other energy resources lies in the fact that they
constitute the main axis of international economic and political conflicts. Major
industrialized countriesc for example« base their strategic plans on securing
their needs for these resources. They constantly sought to control supply
routes and production sources. For this reason< we often witness competition
between regional and global powers to dominate oil-producing regions or
control its trade routesc which made energy a key factor in shaping
international policies and alliances.

Therefore« we find Iran as one of the countries that has been competed
for by foreign countriesc due to its market location in the eastern wing of the
Middle East on the one hand¢ as well as its important outlet to the Arabian
Gulf and India on the other hand. In addition to its commercial and economic
importance« it contains important resources and wealth¢ including oil< which
has made it a focus of competition between foreign countries in order to
obtain oil privileges and benefit from them.

The discovery of oil in Iran was a major turning point at the locals
regional¢ and international levels. This discovery was accompanied by
significant and tremendous changes in the eyes of the international colonial
powersc and consequently led to intensified international competition to
obtain investment privileges.

As a result of the increasing foreign interference in the Iranian oil issue
during World War | and llc the Iranian government tried to get rid of this
interference by nationalizing oil in Iran< but foreign countries worked hard to
obstruct this issue« and this stdy examines these developments in detaih.
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