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Abstract

This study aimed to determine the effect of the gradual difficulty
strategy on the acquisition of geography concepts among first-year
middle school students. To achieve the research objective, the
researchers adopted a partially controlled experimental design and
conducted a post-test on two groups, one as an experimental group
and the other as a control group. Tasami Secondary School for Boys
was randomly selected for the experiment. Similarly, Group (A) was
selected to represent the experimental group that learned according to
the gradual difficulty strategy, and Group (B) was selected to represent
the control group that learned using the traditional method. The study
sample consisted of 60 students, with 30 students in each group. Both
study groups were rewarded for some variables that might have an

impact on the dependent variable, including (age in months, students’
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grades in geography for the first semester, previous geography
knowledge test, and intelligence test). To ensure the validity of the
study, in addition to controlling for other variables, this study also
formulated (165) behavioral objectives based on the geography
concepts specified in the curriculum content and based on the concept
acquisition process (definition, specification, and application). The three
behavioral objectives measure one geographical concept each, including
a definition—level objective (55), a definition-level objective (55), and an
application—level objective (55), distributed over three stages. The
research instrument is a geographical concept acquisition test, which
contains (60) multiple-choice questions. The experiment was conducted
in the second semester of this academic year (2023-2024). To obtain
the results, we used two independent-sample t-tests to statistically
analyze the data. The results showed that: In the geographical concept
acquisition test, students in the experimental group who adopted the
graded difficulty strategy performed better than students in the control
group who adopted the traditional learning method..

In light of the research results, the researcher reached a number of
conclusions, including:

1. The strategy of gradual difficulty in acquiring geographical concepts
has a major role in making students more aware of the concepts, while
taking into account individual differences while presenting and advancing
the material.

The researcher proposed a number of proposals to complement

aspects of the current research, including:
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1- A study similar to the current study using different models and
strategies based on constructivist philosophy.
key words: Gradual Difficulty Strategy, Acquisition of Geographical

Concepts, First Intermediate Grade
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