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Abstract

This study examines the political and intellectual role of Imam Musa ibn Ja'far
al- Kazim (peace be upon him), the seventh Imam of the Twelver Shia, within the
context of his confrontation with the Abbasid authority during a historical period
marked by the consolidation of Abbasid power and severe oppression directed against
the Alids. Contrary to traditional interpretations that portray Imam al-Kazim (peace be
upon him) solely as an ascetic withdrawn from public affairs, this research seeks to
uncover the features of what can be termed the "Kazimite Revolution"—a systematic
and organized movement of resistance against Abbasid tyranny.

The study employs a critical analysis of historical texts and narrations found in
primary and secondary sources, with particular attention to the Imam’s (peace be upon
him) strategies in undermining the religious and political legitimacy that the Abbasids
sought to cement. This is evident in pivotal events such as his symbolic protest in the
case of Fadak and the incident of paying respect to his grandfather (peace be upon

him). The research also highlights his positions on boycotting oppressive authorities
and prohibiting their support, as seen in the cases of Safwan al-Jamal and al-Khayyat,
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in addition to his clear support for opposition movements, such as his alignment with
the Fakh revolt, alongside his strategic use of political infiltration through influential
figures like Ali ibn Yagqtin.

The study further addresses the methods of Abbasid repression against the
Imam (peace be upon him), ranging from media defamation and prolonged
imprisonment to systematic torture, culminating in his martyrdom.

The research concludes that Imam al-Kazim (peace be upon him) was not
merely a religious scholar or ascetic, but an intellectual and political leader who
practiced a silent yet effective resistance, leaving a profound impact on Shia thought
and on the concepts of justice and resistance in Islam. Hence, there is an urgent need
to revisit his noble biography through the lens of political and intellectual resistance to
gain a deeper understanding of his historical influence and pioneering role in
confronting tyranny.
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