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Abstract

The comparative study of exegetical opinions is an essential discipline for
understanding how to engage with the books of Qur’anic interpretation,
particularly where multiple and diverse views are presented. Such study helps
distinguish between commendable differences and blameworthy ones,and equips
us to respond to critics of Islam who exploit these differences, or rely on weak
narrations and anomalous opinions, as a pretext to cast doubt on the Qur’an.

In this research, | conducted a comparative analysis of the exegesis of verses 1
11 of Siirat al-Nisa” across various commentators. The study consists of an
introduction, two chapters, and a conclusion. The first chapter examines verses
1-5, while the second chapter analyzes verses 6-11, each from a comparative
perspective among the exegetes.

The conclusion summarizes several key findings:

1- The dominant form of difference observed in these verses is ikhtilaf al-
tanawwu‘ (diversity of expression and meaning without contradiction).

2- Such diversity enriches Qur’anic interpretation, clarifies the intent of the
various opinions, and provides insight into which interpretations are
suitable to be applied to a verse and which are not.

3- Weighing between differing opinions in cases of diversity aims to highlight
the most appropriate meaning, without necessarily dismissing other valid
interpretations.

4- Presenting, comparing, and evaluating the exegetical opinions—by
examining the evidence for each and assessing their strength—develops in
the researcher the skill of critical engagement, broadens the horizons of the
student of knowledge, and nurtures receptiveness to differing views without
prejudice or blind following.

5- Comparative analysis of exegetical opinions, and the determination of the
strongest and most reliable among them, is the most effective means of
purifying the books of tafsir from weak narrations, unsound views, and
anomalous interpretations. Such critical work is a vital responsibility of
qualified scholars, ensuring they fulfill their duty of guiding Muslims to a
sound and accurate understanding of the words of Allah.

Keyword: (Qur'an/Commentators/Issue/Weighting Rules/Weighting)
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