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ABSTRACT 

This study seeks to deconstruct the religious reform discourse of three of 

the most prominent pioneers of the modern Islamic renaissance: Jamal al-Din 

al-Afghani, Muhammad Abduh, and Muhammad Rashid Rida, within the 

period 1860–1935 and in the context of Egypt and the Levant. The central 

question arises from the question: How did this discourse balance a "return to 

origins" with the assimilation of modern tools in the face of colonialism and 

backwardness? The study adopts a historical discourse analysis approach with 

a contextual reading of journalistic texts, letters, and sermons (Al-Urwat al-

Wuthqa, Al-Manar, and others), comparing it with the contributions of 

modern scholarship. The study concludes that this movement has formulated 

a dual equation: purifying the faith and returning to the Qur'an and Sunnah, as 

understood by the early Muslims, while simultaneously activating reason and 

ijtihad, and absorbing modern sciences and institutions (constitutional, 
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educational, and judicial) as means of advancement. Nuances within the 

school itself emerge: al-Afghani's anti-colonial, unitary tendency; Abduh's 

institutional rationality for education and administration; and Rida's political-

legislative vision, culminating in the theorization of the "Caliphate or the 

Great Imamate," opening the door to ijtihad and criticizing stagnation. The 

research also traces the networks of reception and influence that extended 

across the Islamic world and offers a critical assessment of the contribution of 

this discourse to shaping subsequent Islamic thought and movements. 
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