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Abstract
This research explores the aesthetic dimension of artistic expression in epistolary
literature, using "The Covenant of Imam Ali (peace be upon him) to Malik al-Ashtar"
as a case study. This text was chosen for its rich linguistic and rhetorical qualities, as it
is considered one of the most sublime political and ethical texts in Islamic heritage.
The study aims to uncover the artistic form within this covenant through three main
rhetorical devices: simile, metaphor, and metonymy, which serve as expressive tools
with aesthetic and semantic depth.
The research highlights how the covenant of Imam Ali to Malik al-Ashtar is not
merely an administrative or political document but an outstanding artistic and
rhetorical text. The devices of rhetoric—simile, metaphor, and metonymy—formed
the core of its artistic composition, helping to achieve a balance between its aesthetic
and persuasive functions.

This study shows that Imam Ali combined eloquence with leadership, resulting in a
text that unifies wisdom and expression.
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