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Abstract

Maritime transport is one of the most prominent means of
transportation worldwide, as the vast majority of goods and commodities
are transported through it. Approximately 86% of the total global cargo
transported is carried by sea. Therefore, control over choke points or
shipping lanes is a distinct characteristic of the countries that manage or
own these choke points or cargo lanes. This control gives countries
geostrategic importance, as it facilitates the transport of goods and the
passage of ships, in addition to imposing transit fees, which increases their
revenues. This research aims to highlight the geostrategic importance of
the Turkish straits, especially the Bosporus and Dardanelles straits, in
international oil trade. These straits are located in a region with a unique
geopolitical and geo-economics character, and have been the scene of
conflicts throughout the ages. The results show that the Bosporus and
Dardanelles Straits are considered among the most important straits in the
world, surpassing the Danish Straits and the Strait of Panama. A large
percentage of ships pass through these straits, and a large amount of
seaborne oil is transported. The amount of oil transported through them
represents approximately 10% of the total oil transported globally by sea.
This allows Turkey to generate financial revenue by imposing fees on these
ships and cargoes, including oil and petroleum products.
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